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SUBJECT: FARMERS URGE NATIONAL CHICKEN MARKETING AGENCY 

1 . THE INSIGHT PAGE OF THE DECEMBER 10 TORONTO STAR WAS DEVOTED TO 
TWO ARTICLES ON THE ASPIRATIONS OF CANADAIN CHICKEN FARMERS WHO 
URGE THE CREATION OF A NATIONAL CHICKEN MARKETING AGENCY TO PROTECT 
THEM FROM US COMPETITION. THE ARTICLE STATES THAT IMPORTS FROM 

THE US HAVE RISEN FROM 9 MILLION POUNDS IN 1974 TO 20 MILLION POUNDS 
IN 1975 AND WILL BE IN EXCESS OF 50 MILLION POUNDS BY THE END OF 
1976. OF THE 50 MILLION POUNDS, 43 MILLION CAME ALREADY PROCESSED. 

2. THE CANADAIN FARMERS STATE THAT BECAUSE CHICKEN CAN BE PRODUCED 
25 PERCENT CHEAPER IN THE UNITED STATES AND THERE ARE NO IMPORT LIMITA- 
TIONS, 

THE 12 1/2PERCENT IMPORT TARIFF IS NOT MUCH OF A CONTROL. THE FARMERS 
ALLEGE THAT THE US INDUSTRY CAN PRODUCE 25 PERCENT CHEAPER BECAUSE OF 
LOWER LABOR COSTS AND LOWER BUILDING AND HEATING COSTS IN CLIMATES NOT 

AS COLD AS CANADA'S. 

3. CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION OFFICIALS WERE QUOTED 
IN THE STAR ARTICLE AS ALLEGING THAT CONTINUED UNCONTROLLED 
IMPORTS WOULD PUT CANADIAN PRODUCERS OUT OF BUSINESS. "IF WE 
ARE GOING TO HAVE JOBS FOR OUR PEOPLE THEN WE HAVE TO GIVE THEM 
THE MEANS TO COMPETE. AND IT ISN'T JUST A QUESTION OF PROTECTING 
OUR CHICKEN PRODUCERS. IT IS A QUESTION OF PROTECTING JOBS 

FOR PEOPLE IN ALL CANADAIN INDUSTRIES. 
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